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A new residence hall that will house 150 
students is slated to be completed this 
August and will honor one of one of Tay-
lor University’s most beloved professors, 
the late Dr. Ruth Ann Breuninger. Con-
struction began last fall, after the arrival 
of a record-setting freshman class of 560 
students and the decision to demolish 
Fairlane Apartments.

Breuninger, fondly remembered as “Dr. 
B.” by her students, was instrumental 
in the launch of Taylor’s Lighthouse Pro-
gram in 1972. She died in 2007. The new 
Breuninger Hall is being built south of 
Gerig Hall on the campus’ south side and 
will attach via a two-story atrium. Like 
Gerig, the new hall will have two floors 
for women and one floor for men.

Director of Residence Life, Steve Morley 
’02 says the goal of the new hall is to 

allow more students to experience the 
on-campus, incarnational living and dis-
cipleship opportunities for which Taylor 
is recognized. “On each floor, there’s an 
open central lounge that’s the connecting 
point of the three different sections that 
break off of it,” Morley said. “And there 
are quiet study spaces on each wing 
and floor, so that common central space 
can be used almost as everyone’s living 
room.”

Also toward that end, Morley said the 
residents of the new hall will be com-
prised of nearly 100 current students 
with spots reserved for 50 incoming 
freshmen. 

“This might sound counterintuitive, but 
we’d rather there be a broad spectrum 
of GPA, instead of it becoming an honors 
students hall,” Morley said. “The ap-

plication would be intentional so that we 
could have some ways of trying to diver-
sify the students who are in the hall, from 
interest areas, from academic areas, and 
from personality characteristics.” 

Vice President of Business Administra-
tion, Ron Sutherland ’81 said the new hall 
will benefit from a geothermal system 
that will help heat, ventilate, and air 
condition the new hall.

“They’ll actually put tubes in the lake, 
sink them so they flow on the bottom of 
a section of the lake,” Sutherland said. 
“That allows us to use the warm water 
from the lake when it’s really cold, and 
cool down the water when it’s really hot.”

The project will cost an estimated $10 
million; occupancy is scheduled for this 
fall.
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