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“is it morally acceptable,” the debate moderator 
begins, introducing the first question to Taylor’s 
ethics bowl teams. Two groups of five students 
are settled in their seats, eyes locked on the 
moderator, pens hovering over their notebooks. 
Among them is Veronica Toth, a junior english 
major with straight brown hair and bright eyes 
who listens in such a way that you can tell she’s 
soaking in every word.

This isn’t the typical place to find 
an English major. Philosophy and 
Political Science majors are usually 
drawn to Ethics Bowl, while Eng-
lish majors often stick with the 
literary journal. But Veronica isn’t 
out of place. When she speaks for 
her team, this becomes clear: she 
expresses their position without 
stumbling over a single word.

Improvised notes of a traditional 
hymn reverberate through Rediger 
Chapel/Auditorium while students, 
faculty, and staff listen from their 
seats. On stage are Dr. Richard Allen 
Farmer, a favorite visiting chapel 
speaker who employs music in his 
messages, and Josh Kiers, senior 
mathematics-interdisciplinary 
major, whose talents include playing 
the organ and out-improvising 
Farmer on the piano. 

Josh and Farmer take turns on the 
ivories, seamlessly transitioning one 
to the other as they play through 
verse after verse. Josh isn’t a music 
major, but he understands how it 

works. Those listening agree: when 
the duo finish playing, whoops and 
applause explode from the crowd.

“Does anyone have an experience 
they would like to see performed on 
stage?”

Members of the audience in Mitchell 
Theatre shift in their seats, looking 
to see who will raise a hand. On 
stage, four cast members wait for 
a response. When a student stands 
to tell his story, the cast listens for 
key phrases and events as they seek 
to understand the person’s story 
enough to reenact it.

Charnell Peters, junior professional 
writing major, is part of the cast. 
Equipped with a ready smile and 
hearty laugh, Charnell collaborates 
with her fellow cast to bring a story 
to life—a story her major would only 
have her write down.

University. Most of us think of it 
as a place of learning where we can 
advance ourselves professionally by 
expanding our knowledge, devel-

oping skills, and getting a degree. 
While this thought is accurate, the 
word actually contains a bigger idea. 

University comes from the Latin uni-
versitas, meaning the whole, which 
comes from universus, meaning com-
bined into one. Put them together, the 
whole combined into one, add the idea of 
education, and liberal arts (studying 
a variety of subjects and disciplines) 
becomes the logical next step. A uni-
versity is a place where you learn 
about the whole of the universe: 
art, science, music, math, literature, 
history. You see how it all comes to-
gether and, in the process, you learn 
about yourself, other people, and the 
God who made it all.

At Taylor, the Foundational Core cur-
riculum makes sure such multi-fac-
eted education is a reality for every 
student.

Fall of Veronica’s sophomore year, 
she took a psychology class and a 
literary criticism class back-to-back.
“I would go straight from all this 
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psychological theory to looking at psychological 
theory as applied to literature,” Veronica said. “A 
lot of the things we talked about in [psychology], 
I would go to literature and see it laid out, not 
only in the lives of the characters but also in 
what the author was doing even subconsciously.”

At the recommendation of a friend studying 
philosophy, Josh took a Greek class and began 
reading parts of the New Testament in their 
original language. What he learned made way 
for interesting conversations with Bible majors, 
professors, friends’ parents who had seminary 
training, and his pastor.

When Charnell took General Biology—and, as 
part of the class, made an eco-habitat for a snail 
and a fish—she developed an appreciation for the 
complexity of life and began finding common 
ground with girls in her residence hall who were 
majoring in biology.

“We were able to have this shared appreciation 
for science,” Charnell said, “and that opened up 
doorways to talk about things . . . we individually 
loved and find things we could appreciate and 
discuss together.”

For Tyler Smith, junior business management 
major, the Foundational Core enabled him to 
engage his curiosity in just about every field.

“For a while, if I took a class and really liked it,” 
Tyler said, “I ended up moving into that major, 
so . . . I’ve had seven.”

Seven majors. And though he didn’t make it his 
final choice, one of his favorite fields through his 
major exploration was economics—because in 
economics, everything comes together.

“Economics is intimately impacted by everything 
and, in turn, impacts everything,” Tyler said. “Ag-
riculture impacts it just as much as the medical 

field, as well as foreign affairs and what people 
have for breakfast every morning.”

Even more than disciplines impact other dis-
ciplines, people with different interests impact 
each other. Having a breadth of knowledge en-
ables us to relate better to those whose interests 
are radically different from our own.

“You cannot relate everything to physics,” Tyler 
said. “You can relate a lot of things to writing, 
but you can’t relate everything to writing. Or 
sport science. Even economics. We are relational 
beings; we need that roundedness. . . . No man 
is an island [and] no discipline is an island, so 
you should start to understand all of them in 
some capacity.”

Beyond growing professionally, beyond ex-
panding knowledge and relating to people better, 
the liberal arts introduce us to facets of God that 
we would easily overlook if we kept our eyes on 
a single interest.

The greatest commandment—Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul 
and with all thy mind (Matthew 22:37)—makes clear 
that God cares what we do with our minds, and 
there’s no question that He is visible throughout 
creation: For since the creation of the world God’s in-
visible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made (Romans 1:20a). 

“No matter what class I’m in or what I’m learning, 
it always is going to reflect God’s character in 
some way,” Charnell said. “I’m always going 
to be able to apply this to knowing Him better, 
knowing His people better or His mission better 
or His Word better.”

If we’re learning anything, if we’re developing 
our minds, we should do so, first and foremost, 
in pursuit of knowing God better.
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