
say the words

As editor of Parnassus, Taylor’s lit-
erary journal, Malinda helps others 
share their stories. But before her 
time in creative writing courses at 
Taylor, Malinda kept her own story 
to herself.

Growing up, Malinda had partici-
pated in speech clubs, learning to 
be “a cookie cutter version of what-
ever a speaker’s supposed to look 
like.” For three years beginning in 
high school, she dated someone and 
kept the relationship going for fear 
of breaking his heart.

“I felt like people had made deci-
sions for me and things just hap-
pened to me,” Malinda said. “I felt 
pretty powerless.”

Freshman year at Taylor, this began 
to change. Far from home, Malinda 
stepped into independence, getting 
involved in the Honors Guild and 
Taylor’s equestrian team. Six weeks 
in, she ended her relationship. That 
was just the beginning.

Spring of freshman year, Malinda 
took a creative nonfiction class 

taught by Professor Aaron Hous-
holder. At first, she felt out of 
place—the class was mostly up-
perclassmen—and she felt slightly 
intimidated by Housholder.

“He’s bald, has an earring, and wears 
black all the time,” Malinda said.

But when Housholder challenged 
them to tell the story they were 
most afraid to tell, Malinda decided 
to go for it. Through the process, she 
learned to trust her own voice and 
tell things the way she saw them. 

More and more, she realized writing 
was more than stringing words to-
gether on a page. Writing was a way 
to tell the truth about who she was 
as a human and as a Christian—a 
God-honoring mission.

“Telling your story’s important,” Ma-
linda said. “I think we should all tell 
our stories—even if we don’t think 
our stories are significant, they can 
touch others in ways we’ve never 
imagined.”
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"one of the thingS i  aM really paSSionate aBout within My writing iS  telling 
StorieS no one elSe wantS to tell .”

Malinda patterson, junior creative writing major
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